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Critical Thinking Strategy:
The Frayer Model

This Critical Thinking Strategy promotes the
development of academic vocabulary and

conceptual thinking by asking learners to take one
word or concept and think about it in four
different ways: definition, characteristics,

examples, and non-examples.

How it supports learning: o Activates prior knowledge of a topic
o Builds connections
o Promotes synthesizing new learning with existing

understanding

How to use it at home: Ask your child to:
o give examples and non-examples of a new concept they’ve

learned about
o define or list characteristics of a new term or concept they’ve

learned about

Curriculum connections: o 5th Grade Science--States of matter; forms of energy
o 4th Grade Social Studies--Fall line, plateau, peninsula
o 3rd Grade Writing--Narrative writing
o 2nd Grade Math--Sum, difference, equation

*Check out these other samples and variations.

Creative Thinking Strategy:
FLUENCY

Fluency is all about generating a lot of
different ideas about a given topic, item, or
topic. Practicing fluency can help develop

creative thinking!

*Students were encouraged to think creatively to turn post-it notes
into artwork for Ms. Guiffré and Ms. Diaz’s “Tiny Art Show.”

https://www.nbss.ie/sites/default/files/publications/frayer_model_-_vocbulary_strategy_handout__copy_3.pdf
https://minds-in-bloom.com/creative-thinking-fluency/


How it supports
learning:

-helps for generating new and original ideas, supports imagination,
can lead to unexpected connections, builds perspective-taking,
supports problem-solving and conflict-resolution.

Some ideas for
practicing fluency at
home:

● Ask, “What other uses can you think of for this [common item]?”
● Ask, “How many words can you think of that mean the same or

almost the same as ________?”
● Write down all the things associated with the month of October.
● List all the things that are blue or have the word blue in them.
● Generate solutions to a problem.
● Play the game Scattegories! (generate a list of words A-Z starting

with a given letter).

Opportunities
1) William and Mary’s Fall Virtual Saturday Enrichment Programs (SEP)

(for students and parents!)
SEP is an academically challenging program with an
emphasis on inquiry-based learning for students. The
program recognizes the importance of allowing able
youngsters to explore additional specialized areas of
science, mathematics, humanities, and arts. Course
activities are compatible with the expected achievement
of talented students at specific grade and age levels.  Fall
SEP 2021 brochure available here.

Session 1: October 16, 23, & 30.
Session 2: November 6, 13, & 20.
(*Parent Seminars returning on October 23, 2021.*)

Registration: Open now! Select this link for more information.

2) The Betty Award: Writing Contest for Kids 8-12
Enter now for the Fall 2021 contest! The deadline for the Fall entries is
October 16, 2021. Entries can be fiction, non-fiction, or poems.
Maximum 1,000 words.

Resources
Podcast: Adventures in Being Gifted
Going back to school, especially during a pandemic, can be
stressful. A veteran school counselor talks with us about
ways to deal with anxieties while remaining hopeful.

Book: Creativity Journal for Kids!
Fun activities to spark imagination and
inspire self-expression

Questions? Contact Ms. Clark, Resource Teacher for the Gifted, at celine.clark@apsva.us.
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https://education.wm.edu/centers/cfge/precollegiate/sep/
https://williamsburg.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/39/2021/09/sep-brochure-fall-2021-virtual_final-1-copy.pdf
https://cfge.campmanagement.com/p/request_for_info_m.php?action=enroll
https://www.thebettyaward.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/adventures-in-being-gifted/id1581284160
https://www.amazon.com/Creativity-Journal-Kids-Imagination-Self-Expression/dp/1648769934/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=building+creativity+in+kids&qid=1632159867&s=books&sr=1-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzQlBIUTNLRVRJTUNQJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNTA1MjczMzhLVTIzMDFTUUs0USZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwOTQzNjc5MllZR1BXMUUwNUUwVCZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
mailto:celine.clark@apsva.us

