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Critical & Creative Thinking IN ACTION!
Why Teach Critical and Creative Thinking Strategies?

Donald J. Treffinger writes that we
“must empower students to become
creative thinkers, critical thinkers, and
problem solvers—people who are
continually learning and who can apply
their new knowledge to complex, novel,
open-ended challenges; people who will
proceed confidently and competently into
the new horizons of life and work.”1

To this end, APS utilizes the Critical
and Creative Thinking Framework to
support students in becoming
21st-century inquirers and lifelong
learners. Check out some of the ways
that’s been happening at Long Branch
this month!

● Project-Based Learning (Math, Science)

2nd graders explore the concepts of core and repeated patterns during their
“Kitchen Makeover” Project. Using pre-assessment data and a flipped classroom
approach, students were asked to think creatively when using their knowledge of
shapes and patterns to create a unique tessellation for their kitchen backsplash.



5th graders built and tested solar ovens after a science unit on forms of energy. The
goal: use radiant and thermal energy to cook s’mores! Students worked together to
design their ovens, make predictions, record observations and temperature
throughout the morning, then reflect on the process together. (The s’mores were
delicious!)

● Literature Web (Reading)

4th graders use a Literature Web to interpret and analyze their read aloud novel,
Marshfield Dreams, by listening for key words, feelings, big ideas, structure, and
images/symbols.

● Inquiry & Questioning (Social Studies)

4th graders explore Native American artifacts, make inferences, then  come up with
their own questions
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● Frayer Model (Science)

5th graders used the Frayer Model to form a deeper understanding of the various
forms of energy, including characteristics, examples, and non-examples for each.

Opportunities
1) Free Webinar for Parents, offered by

the Renzulli Center for Creativity, Gifted
Education, and Talent Development:

Thursday, November 18, from 8 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. (Eastern Time)

“Books and More for Promoting Literacy and Thinking in Kids” with Dr. Susannah
Richards, associate professor of Education at Eastern Connecticut State University. Dr.
Richards has a PhD in Gifted Education from the University of Connecticut, where she
studied talented readers.

Looking for recommendations to ignite, delight, and cultivate lifelong readers? This
session will highlight recently published books that kids will want to binge read. To find
out more, click here!

Resources
Article: “Preparing Creative and Critical
Thinkers”1

Students who are competent in not only
the basics of content areas but also the
basics of productive and creative
thinking will be lifelong learners,
knowledge creators, and problem solvers
who can live and work effectively in a
world of constant change.

Podcast: The Neurodiversity Podcast

Emily Kircher-Morris, LPC has dual
Masters degrees in Counseling and
Education, and specializes in the area of
giftedness throughout the lifespan. She
founded the Gifted Support Network, an
organization which provides resources and
support to parents and educators of gifted
and high-ability children of St. Louis.

Questions? Contact Ms. Clark, Resource Teacher for the Gifted, at celine.clark@apsva.us.
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