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Spotlight Focus: Project A3 Math Curriculum
Some of our 4th and 5th grade students have been trying out new enrichment activities in
math class with the curriculum Project A3 (which stands for Awesome Advanced Activities for
Mentoring Mathematical Minds). This program is written for students who are ready for
increased challenges in math, and who are ready to dig deeper through open-ended games
and collaborative activities. While some curricula for advanced learners mainly focus on
acceleration—moving students into skills and content beyond their current grade level, Project
A3 encourages depth and complexity within grade-level standards by pushing students to try
new strategies and come up with different approaches to solving problems. Students are
encouraged to share their thinking, through discussion and writing, in order to formulate new
ideas about how to approach a particular math challenge. Check out some of our
mathematicians at work with Project A3!

Transdisciplinary Learning in 5th Grade
Science and art joined forces in March as 5th graders learned about plant and animal cells
before sketching and building 3D clay models. Students explored the various organelles and
structures that make up plant and animal cells, and compared how these two types of cells are
similar and different. They got a chance to observe two types of cells through a microscope,
and then worked on creating their clay model, which they will be painting and finishing over
the next few weeks. Can’t wait to see the finished products!



Opportunities for Students
3M Young Scientist Challenge

The annual Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge
invites students in grades 5-8 to submit a 1-2 minute video
describing a unique solution to an everyday problem for the
chance to win $25,000 and an exclusive 3M Mentorship. Ten
finalists will be chosen for their passion for science, spirit of innovation and ingenuity, and
effective communication skills. Deadline to submit: April 22, 2022. Select this link to learn
more.
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Summer Enrichment Opportunities
Take advantage of the wonderful opportunities available for your child! Most camps have
updated their information and some have already started to accept applications! Select this
link to be taken to summer camp opportunities.

More summer enrichment opportunities can be found here, on the APS Gifted Services
website.

Resources for Parents
4 Ways to Make the Most Out of Your Child’s Gifted
Summer Programs
Summer programs can introduce your child to brand
new experiences that promote their growth and
development. In our gifted summer programs, these
experiences all serve to provide further academic and
personal enrichment—equipping your child with the
skills and knowledge they need to feel challenged and
stimulated in their learning journey.

Gifted 101: A Brochure from the National
Association for Gifted Children
No single definitive definition of gifted
and talented exists. However, most
states and districts model theirs from the
first federal definition established in
1972. Since then educators and
researchers have continued to study
gifted and talented children, and
definitions have evolved.

Find more resources at https://www.apsva.us/gifted-services/parent-resources/

Questions? Contact Ms. Clark, Resource Teacher for the Gifted, at celine.clark@apsva.us.
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