
Advanced Academics/ 
Gifted Information Session

Long Branch  Elementary School

November 12th, 2024



Welcome! 

Please scan the QR 
code to submit a brief 
survey and let me know 
of your attendance.
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Please scan the QR code 
to submit a brief survey 
and let me know of your 
attendance.

Celine Clark, 
M.S.

Advanced Academics Coach
(celine.clark@apsva.us)

#
#
#
#
#
mailto:celine.clark@apsva.us


MO
N

TUE
WED

TUE
FRI

WK
ND

Objectives:
● Provide an overview of 

advanced academics 
at Long Branch.

● Explain the role of the 
Advanced Academics 
Coach (AAC).

● Provide an overview of 
the gifted identification 
process. 
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NAGC Recommends that 
Every School Provide:  

• access to curricular resources 
designed for advanced/gifted 
learners

• systematic and substantial 
professional development for 
all teachers 
• needs of gifted learners 
• differentiation in general
• flexible grouping approaches

• specialists who can support 
the classroom teacher 
• in assessing gifted learner 

differences
• making adjustments to the 

curriculum
• and implementing 

advanced curriculum and 
strategies

#


THE BIG 
PICTURE: 

Shared 
Responsibility for 

Meeting the 
Needs of  

Advanced/Gifted 
Learners 
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AAC

#


1 What is it we expect our 
students to learn?

2 How will we know when 
they have learned it?

3 How will we provide time 
and support when they 
don’t learn it?

4 How will we extend 
learning when they 
already know it or learn 
it quickly?

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING 

COMMUNITIES 
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NDFour Key Questions Focus 
Us on Learning-
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TIER 1 INSTRUCTION
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Advanced Learners need 
opportunities to…  

• Think abstractly
• Grapple with big ideas
• Learn about and practice 

critical and creative thinking 
• Work collaboratively with 

other advanced learners
• Make choices and pursue 

their interests
• Work at varying rates and 

levels of complexity

DIFFERENTIATED 
INSTRUCTION
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Collaboration may involve:
● Co-planning with teachers
● Whole-group modeling and/or 

co-teaching with classroom 
teacher

● Supporting small groups in 
classroom, coordinated and 
co-planned with classroom 
teacher

● Flexible grouping, which may 
be determined by

○ Needs of students and/or 
the classroom teacher

○ Difficulty of unit/topic

 COLLABORATION 
WITH TEACHERS

1

The role of the AAC  
(cont.):



Critical and Creative Thinking

Resources for Rigor
The role of the AAC:

Supporting teachers’ to infuse 
curricular resources designed to 
add rigor in the general 
education classroom.

● Supporting teachers to utilize 
critical and creative thinking 
strategies to challenge and 
engage all learners.
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PROJECT ZERO ROUTINES DEPTH AND COMPLEXITY 
FRAMEWORK



ELA LAUNCH TASKS

WK
ND4th Grade: Sensory details in art to 
launch Poetry Unit

Exploring 
the concept 
of Power 
for 
launching 
Middle 
Ages Unit



ELA H.O.T. PROMPTS
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ELA CHOICE BOARDS



MATH WORKSHOP 
Number Sense Routines
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MATH WORKSHOP
Rich Tasks



MATH WORKSHOP 
Supplemental Resources
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MATH WORKSHOP
Comprehensive Resources



What does 
this look 

like 
in 

classrooms?



Projects M 3 and A 3 in 3rd Grade



M3 in 4th Grade: In Search of the 
Yeti 

Understanding estimation and 
measurement to solve real-world 

problems



Socratic Seminar in 5th Grade

What do you think was the greatest 
achievement of the Early American 

Civilizations?



Habits of Mind in 2nd Grade



Mind-Mapping in 5th Grade



DeBono’s Thinking Hats in 4th Grade



Facilitate 
Collaborative 

Planning

Provide 
Professional 

Learning

Co-TeachSupport 
Differentiation

Oversee 
Data 

Collection 
and 

Analysis

What do 
instructional 
coaches do?



PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
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● One-on-one coaching cycles 
with teachers; 

● Embedded PD through CLTs 
on topics such as: 
○ CCT Strategies
○ Resources for Rigor
○ Understanding needs of 

gifted learners
○ Analyzing testing data 
○ Differentiation

● Promoting district PD 
offerings for advanced 
academics.

4

The role of the AAC  
(cont.):

#


Screening & Identification

Annual Screening Assessments
The role of the AAC (cont.):

● Assisting Student Testing 
Coordinator and teachers in 
administering, understanding, 
and utilizing abilities 
assessments (NNAT, CogAT)

● Facilitating the school-based 
screening and identification 
process

County-Wide Collaboration
● Meeting regularly with AACs from 

other elementary schools to 
collaborate on projects and 
resources to support teachers 
and advanced learners. 

Advocacy, Access, Affirmation 
● Advocating for students from 

historically underrepresented 
populations and support talent 
development across grade-levels. 
Collaborating with our EL/SPED 
teams to support high-ability 
language learners and 
twice-exceptional students
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SCREENING & 
IDENTIFICATIO

N
A Brief Overview



● Specific academic 
aptitude (Grades 
K-12):
○ English
○ Mathematics
○ Science
○ Social Studies

● Visual or Performing 
Arts (Grades 3-12)
○ Visual Arts
○ General Music

Areas of Identification



■ APS screens entire school 
population each year, both 
formally and informally

■ Students may be referred by 
teachers, parents, or 
community members until 
April 1st of the current 
school year.

■ Eligibility meetings take 
place in May with a 
school-based committee, 
and inform class groupings 
for the following year.

Screening and 
Identification Process



The school-based eligibility 
committee considers…
■ Nationally-normed 

Abilities Assessments
■ NNAT in 1st Grade
■ CogAT in 2nd-5th grade
■ K-BIT in Kindergarten 

on a case by case basis

School-Achievement 
Data (SOL, NWEA, etc.) 
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Student Behaviors/ 
Characteristics 
(Gifted Behavior Commentary Form 
for teachers; Google Survey for 
parents). 

Demonstrated 
Performance 
(work samples that show advanced 
ability, critical & creative thinking)

#


Gifted Behavior Commentary Form (GBC)



Screening Timeline

November Parent Information Presentation (Advanced Academics/ Gifted) AAC

November Universal Screeners for grades 1-5 without an abilities score Testing Coordinator, AAC

January Referral letters sent out to parents via email; collection of 
parent acknowledgement and information forms

AAC

January-May Implementation of critical and creative thinking strategies & 
resources for rigor; collection of student work samples; 
collaboration with grade-level teams; compiling student data; 
completion of school GBCs

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists 

March 5th Grade Eligibility Meetings: Review of data, decisions about 
eligibility

School team: administrator, 
teacher, AAC, specialists, 
counselor (etc)

May - June K-4th Grade Eligibility Meetings:  Review of data, decisions 
about eligibility

School team: administrator, 
teacher, AAC, specialists, 
counselor (etc)

June Eligibility decision letters sent to families via email AAC

June - August Appeals
Level 1 and Level 2

Level 1:  Principal
Level 2:  County 



■ At the end of the referral 
process, the school-based 
screening committee meets 
to review the student’s 
portfolio and make 
decisions about eligibility. 

■ Identification decisions are 
sent to parents via email by 
the AAC.

■ Students who are 
identified will be grouped in 
clusters for the following 
school year. 

Identification 
Decisions



FAQs
● What if a student is 

referred, but not 
identified?

● If a student is identified, 
what does that mean?

● Can students be 
referred more than 
once?

● Why is my child not 
being taught 
consistently by Ms. 
Clark?

Visit 
https://www.apsva.us/gifted-s
ervices/frequently-asked-quest
ions-faq/ for more 
information.

https://www.apsva.us/gifted-services/frequently-asked-questions-faq/
https://www.apsva.us/gifted-services/frequently-asked-questions-faq/
https://www.apsva.us/gifted-services/frequently-asked-questions-faq/


PARENT 
RESOURCES

■ National Association 
for the Gifted (NAGC)

http://nagc.org 

■ Supporting Emotional 
Needs of the Gifted 
(SENG)

http://sengifted.org

■ Virginia Association 
for the Gifted (VAG)

http://www.vagifted.org

http://nagc.org
http://sengifted.org/
http://www.vagifted.org/


Getting Connected: APS 
Advanced Academics
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■ APS Advanced 
Academics Website 
www.apsva.us/giftedserv
ices

■ @aps_advanced_acade
mics

Cheryl McCullough, 
Supervisor, 
Advanced Academics and 
Talent Development Office
Email: 
cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us
Phone: 703-228-6159

http://www.apsva.us/giftedservices
http://www.apsva.us/giftedservices
mailto:cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us


Submit your 
questions with the 

QR code! ■ Celine Clark, Advanced 
Academics Coach

■ Email:  
celine.clark@apsva.us

■ @CelineClarkAPS

Contact 
Information

mailto:celine.clark@apsva.us


ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES


